Frequently Asked Questions about Pledging

1. What is a “pledge”?
A pledge is a promise to donate a certain amount of money to the church within the church
pledge year.

2. What is the “church pledge year”?
The church fiscal year -- or pledge year -- begins on January 1 and ends on December 31.

3. Why pledge and how is my pledge used?
Pledge payments are used for the yearly operation of our church. This money is used to pay
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religious education, our many social justice projects, and ministries for young adults
and youth. Pledge income pays the salaries of the ministers and staff and for the
operation and maintenance of our facilities.

When members and friends of the church pledge, the church can establish a realistic operating
budget for the coming year.

Those who pledge receive written acknowledgement of contributions (quarterly statements)
that they can use for their own budgets and for tax purposes.
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5. Do | need to be a member to pledge?

Anyone can make an annual pledge to First Unitarian Church of Oakland, member or not. Those

who pledge, but do not choose formal membership are known as Friends. We have several people in

this category.

6. Do | have to pledge to be a member of this church?
Everyone is welcome to attend services here, whether formally a member or not, with no financial
obligation.

However, we believe that financial support is one of the responsibilities of membership. We require that
members (long-time and new) make a pledge consistent with their individual circumstances. If your
financial situation precludes you from making a contribution, you may obtain a waiver from the senior
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Guideline (below) may help you make a determination about what you will pledge.

7. When should | pledge?
During the Fall Giving Campaign or anytime during the year (you should pro-rate the amount for the
remaining fiscal year).

8. Will | receive a bill or statement?
We encourage pledges by direct deposit from your bank account or credit card, so that a monthly
transfer takes place automatically. Regardless of how you pay your pledge, you will receive a quarterly
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statement indicating how much you have pledged for the year and how much of that pledge has been
received.

However, if you have paid your pledge in full and have no other contributions during the
qguarter, no statement will be sent.

Calendar year statements are sent out in January for tax purposes.

9. When do | need to pay my pledge?
At your convenience between January 1 and December 31. We encourage you to sign up for and use
automatic payment from your bank account.

10. How can thange my pledge?
Fill out another pledge card and hand it in at the church office. Your old pledge will automatically be
replaced with the new one. The office or the pledge chair can provide you with a new card.

11. What about noamonetary gifts to the iurch?

Items donated for the annual auction can be acknowledged, and recent tax law has changed regarding
the valuation of such items. Consult your tax advisor for taking a deduction for such things as auto
mileage for trips to church for service-related activities.

You can donate stock directly to the church, and there may be certain tax advantages for doing so.
Please contact the church office for instructions on how to donate stock.

12. How does the pledge relate to the weekly collection during Sundagvices?

Some people make their pledge by putting a check or cash (in an appropriately marked envelope) into
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your pledge.

Please note: on special Sundays, the collection goes to an external program or organization as part of
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beyond our walls. Learn more (PDF) about our generosity and service to the greater Oakland community

and beyond.

While the Stewardship drive is the greatest source of income for our church, we do hold other
fundraisers (which are always fun and community-building) during the year. Examples include:

9 Spring Auction (offering items and services such as dinners, babysitting, sail on the bay, vacation
homes)

9 Tickets to the Oakland A's (as many as 100 members and friends attend as a group several times

each year)

Trivia Contest (to support our Young Adult community)

All Are Wordy (to support our Ministerial Internship program)
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